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If that is what we are doing with the
discount drug card, why, in fact, did
the legislation itself not allow the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to seek best prices on prescription
drugs for seniors?

I say, as we talk about covering the
uninsured this week, we ought to be
covering our seniors. They ought to
have a prescription drug benefit that
gives them one card without all of this
complication where they have to ruffle
through cards, ruffle through the Inter-
net when they do not even have access
to be able to determine what is the
best way for them to get their prescrip-
tion drugs.

Cover seniors. Give them the benefit
they have worked for; give them the
benefit they deserve.

————
HEALTHY TROOPS ACT

(Mr. BISHOP of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
as I speak today, more than 170,000 of
our servicemen and -women are serving
in harm’s way in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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We are grateful for their service. We
owe these brave men and women the
best that we have to offer. At a min-
imum, we owe them what they were
promised. I am talking about medical
exams before and after we send them
into combat.

A 1997 law requires the DOD to per-
form comprehensive pre- and post-de-
ployment medical examinations on all
deployed troops, including National
Guard and Reservists. DOD has unilat-
erally decided to define these exams
not as was intended, as a hand’s-on ex-
amination by a doctor, but as a self-ad-
ministered survey to determine if a
service member is fit for combat or if
he or she suffered as a result of war.

It is beyond irresponsible to base the
health of our troops on their individual
ability to self-diagnose. Therefore,
today, I am introducing legislation to
require the Department of Defense to
comply with the 1997 law and guar-
antee each of our men and women will
receive an actual clinical examination
before and after they are deployed.

Today, I request my colleagues to
join me and support the Healthy
Troops Act. We owe our troops that
much.

——
MEDICARE

(Ms. PRYCE of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, be-
ginning May 3, seniors across the coun-
try can take the first steps towards a
much-needed prescription drug benefit
when they enroll in the new Medicare
prescription drug discount card.

The plan gives seniors the power of
choice. Seniors will select from a host
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of prescription discount drug cards and
choose the best option suited to their
very own needs. On average, seniors
will save 10 to 25 percent on their pre-
scriptions.

Not only that, but choice encourages
competition. Private companies will be
making their prices available for sen-
iors to compare. This, in turn, will fos-
ter new, lower prices in an effort to se-
cure seniors’ business. We already see
this happening. By giving the seniors
the choices they need, we also give
them lower prices.

Mr. Speaker, the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug coverage card is long over-
due. I am proud of Republicans for pro-
viding a viable solution to America’s
seniors, and I encourage seniors across
the country to take advantage of these
added benefits.

———————

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
last week President Bush came
through my State, the State of Ohio, in
a bus trip to argue and defend his eco-
nomic policies which have inflicted
great damage on my State.

We have lost, since President Bush
took office, 177,000 manufacturing jobs.
One out of every six manufacturing
jobs in Ohio has simply disappeared
since President Bush took office. We
have lost 200 jobs every single day of
the Bush administration, and the
President’s answer is more tax cuts for
the rich, hoping it trickles down and
creates some jobs. That has not
worked.

His other answer is more trade agree-
ments like NAFTA, which frankly have
shifted all too many jobs to China and
Mexico.

Instead, Congress should extend the
unemployment benefits for those work-
ers who are trying to find jobs, 50,000 in
Ohio, a million across the country, who
are trying to find jobs, who have lost
their jobs.

Extend unemployment benefits and
pass the Crane-Rangel bipartisan bill
which will give incentives to compa-
nies that manufacture in this country,
rather than to give incentives and tax
breaks to the President’s biggest con-
tributors, those corporations which
shift jobs overseas.

————

OUTRAGE AND DISAPPOINTMENT
OVER CRISIS IN IRAQ

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my outrage and disappointment
over the crisis in Iraq.

I must start by condemning, in the
strongest possible terms, the brutal de-
capitation of Nicholas Berg. The act
was unconscionable, and I join all of
my colleagues in sending my deepest
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sympathies to his family and loved
ones.

What kind of climate allows for such
unbelievable, gruesome acts? What
kind of climate are we creating with
the abuses at Abu Ghraib?

Secretary Rumsfeld has dismissed
the Geneva Convention. That sends the
wrong message. That message clearly,
however, stuck.

The horrifying photographs of the
abuses in Abu Ghraib are symptoms of
a much larger failure of leadership.

BEarlier this week, President Bush
said that Secretary Rumsfeld is doing a
superb job. Of course, that is the same
President who communicated that the
mission in Iraq was accomplished over
12 months and 500 American lives ago.

Nothing is superb about this situa-
tion, and little has been accomplished.
The buck stops with the Commander in
Chief, and so does the responsibility for
the disaster we now face.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 4279, PROVIDING FOR
DISPOSITION OF UNUSED
HEALTH BENEFITS IN CAFE-

TERIA PLANS AND FLEXIBLE
SPENDING ARRANGEMENTS; H.R.
4280, HELP EFFICIENT, ACCES-
SIBLE, LOW-COST, TIMELY
HEALTHCARE (HEALTH) ACT OF
2004; AND H.R. 4281, SMALL BUSI-
NESS HEALTH FAIRNESS ACT OF
2004

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 638 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 638

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 4279) to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
the disposition of unused health benefits in
cafeteria plans and flexible spending ar-
rangements. The bill shall be considered as
read for amendment. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and
on any amendment thereto to final passage
without intervening motion except: (1) one
hour of debate on the bill equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Ways
and Means; (2) the amendment in the nature
of a substitute printed in part A of the report
of the Committee on Rules accompanying
this resolution, if offered by Representative
Rangel of New York or his designee, which
shall be in order without intervention of any
point of order, shall be considered as read,
and shall be separately debatable for one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent; and (3) one mo-
tion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

SEC. 2. Upon the adoption of this resolution
it shall be in order to consider in the House
the bill (H.R. 4280) to improve patient access
to health care services and provide improved
medical care by reducing the excessive bur-
den the liability system places on the health
care delivery system. The bill shall be con-
sidered as read for amendment. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill to final passage without intervening
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